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WHAT is it?
As a LSL strategy “auditory first” is telling before showing.

Auditory first also refers to a way of approaching everyday living with your child with a hearing loss. It means making sure
their devices are functioning and that plenty of meaningful listening opportunities are available throughout the day.

f WHEN do we use it? \

Learning to listen is a lot of work. Sometimes it is The goal is to have your child practice making sense of
easier to rely on visual cues to see what someone said what they hear. So, auditory first is a great strategy to
instead of really trying to figure out what they said. use at any age or stage of listening or language
When we “tell” first without any extra visuals, it helps development. It can be used all throughout the day
children focus on the words or sounds they heard and and is often used as part of other LSL strategies.
gives them a chance to think about what they mean. \ j

HOW do we doit?

nell

Give a direction, or talk about Make a gesture, or show the thing
something using only words you are talking about

:' Parents, family members,
. teachers, and therapists can all
use LSL strategies to support your
child’s listening and spoken
language development!
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Who

. can use it?

%

Anyone!

.
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WHAT does it look like at home? \

Practicing LING sounds: Parent hides an airplane toy under the table: “Aah. Did you hear that? | heard, Aah.” *brings
out airplane* “Look it’s the airplane! Aah”

Reading a book: Parent holds book pages facing themselves: “In a little cottage in the woods, lived a daddy bear, a
momma bear, and a little baby bear.” *turns the book to show the picture of the cottage and three bears.*

Making lunch: *Without any gestures* Parent: “We need to get a plate.” *points to the cupboard, then walks over to

\ get down a plate.* )

References:

Felzien, M. & Harrison, J. (2009). Giving your child access to sound: next steps for parents. Retrieved from: http://www.agbell.org/families/family-resources/giving-your-child-access-to-sound-next-steps-for-parents.aspx
Marion Phélip, Julien Donnot & Jacques Vauclair (2016) Verbal cues effectively orient children's auditory attention in a CV-syllable dichotic listening paradigm, Laterality: Asymmetries of Body, Brain and Cognition, 21:4-6,
484-501, DOI: 10.1080/1357650X.2015.1122030

Raveh, D., & Lavie, N. (2015). Load-induced inattentional deafness. Attention, Perception, & Psychophysics, 77(2), 483-492. doi:10.3758/s13414-014-0776-2
Southgate, V., Chevallier, C., & Csibra, G. (2009). Sensitivity to communicative relevance tells young children what to imitate. Developmental Science, 12(6), 1013-1019. doi:10.1111/j.1467-7687.2009.00861.x

Tillmann, J., & Swettenham, J. (2017). Visual perceptual load reduces auditory detection in typically developing individuals but not in individuals with autism spectrum disorders. Neuropsychology, 31(2), 181-190.
doi:10.1037/neu0000329

Special thanks to graduate students in the Listening and Spoken Language Deaf Education graduate training program at Utah State =

University. These pages can be reproduced for educational purposes. S
©Utah State University, Department of Communicative Disorders and Deaf Education 4 U tﬂun' ivtaertsaity




